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Donate Life Rose Parade® Float 
2018 OneLegacy Ambassador Float Walker Application 
 
 
As in years past, OneLegacy is proud to award one Float Walker 
honoree position in conjunction with the 2018 Donate Life Rose 
Parade® Float to a OneLegacy Ambassador who embodies the spirit 
and philosophy of the program and is a role model to all Ambassadors. 
The chosen Ambassador will represent their peers as a participant in 
“America’s Donate Life Celebration.” 
 
The Donate Life Float Campaign 
 
The Donate Life Rose Parade® Float campaign, a national program of the OneLegacy 
Foundation, is supported by more than 100 official sponsors, including organ and tissue 
recovery organizations, tissue and eye banks, hospitals, transplant centers and affiliated 
organizations. Last year’s Donate Life float was seen by an estimated 700,000 parade 
spectators and more than 70 million U.S. television viewers. Millions more heard about the 
Donate Life mission in broadcast and print news stories about the float and its 
participants. The 129th Rose Parade®, themed Making a Difference, will take place on 
Monday, January 1, 2018 at 8:00am PST. 
 
Selection Criteria 
To be eligible for consideration, the applicant must: 

1. be a living donor; 
2. reside in OneLegacy’s seven-county service area; 
3. meet the requirements outlined in the 2018 Float Walker Participation Guidelines; 
4. adhere to the 2018 Float Walker Participation Guidelines; 
5. be a trained OneLegacy Ambassador with active status, have participated in at 

least one Key Program, and have participated in one or more self-initiated or 
OneLegacy-produced community events prior to January 1, 2017; 

6. be available to participate in a face-to-face panel interview on Saturday, July 22 if 
chosen as a semi-finalist; 

7. be willing and able to relate their personal donation/transplant experience to the 
public and media; and 

8. have previously expressed a personal commitment and enthusiasm toward 
inspiring the public to donate life as an OneLegacy Ambassador. 

 
Selection Process 

1. Ambassadors apply to become the 2018 OneLegacy Ambassador Float Walker by 
completing the entire OneLegacy Ambassador Float Walker application. 

a. In addition, Ambassadors must provide a high-quality headshot (min. 4” x 
6” at 300dpi) and provide a biography (400 words or less) of 
himself/herself, written in the third person, along with their application. 
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Donate Life Rose Parade® Float 
2018 OneLegacy Ambassador Float Walker Application (cont’d) 
 

2. OneLegacy’s Public Education Department will review the applications and choose 
up to four (4) semi-finalists who exemplify the model OneLegacy Ambassador 
based on written answers. 

3. The semi-finalists will be asked to appear before a panel of OneLegacy staff 
members at OneLegacy’s Los Angeles office on Saturday, July 22 for the privilege 
of being interviewed to be the 2018 OneLegacy Ambassador Float Walker. 

4. The panel will award the most compelling nominee the honor of walking alongside 
the 2018 Donate Life Rose Parade® Float, including a four-night stay at the Hilton 
Pasadena for the walker and one guest and four complimentary tickets to Donate 
Life special events and Rose Parade® grandstands. 

 
Applications must be received by end of day Wednesday, June 28 no later than 5pm 
via email, fax or mail to: 

 
Attn: Gavin Sweeney 

OneLegacy 
761 W. Kimberly Avenue 

Placentia, CA 92870 
Fax: (213) 633-1538 

ambassador@onelegacy.org 
 
 

We would like to thank you personally for everything you do to educate and inspire the 
community on organ, eye and tissue donation. Please remember to complete the entire 
application and answer the questions to the best of your ability. Examples and details are a great 
way to get your message across to the interview panel. Make sure to include up to three (3) 
pages of supporting documentation. We are excited to have the opportunity to consider you for 
the 2018 OneLegacy Ambassador Float Walker position, to be announced at the OneLegacy 
Ambassadors Conference on August 12. 

 
 
 
 

Erika Ospina Awad & Gavin Sweeney 
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Donate Life Rose Parade® Float 
2018 OneLegacy Ambassador Float Walker Application  
 
 
NOTE: To apply you must be a living donor. 
 

Name    

Preferred Phone      Home    Work    Cell 

Secondary Phone      Home    Work    Cell 

Preferred E-mail    

Street Address    

City     State     Zip Code    

Ambassador Region    

Language(s) Spoken    

Ethnicity    Date of Birth:    

 

 

Donation Date             

Organ Donated           

Transplant Center     

Name of Recipient     

Your Relationship to Recipient     

 
When did you become a OneLegacy Ambassador?     (MM/YY) 

Total amount of volunteer hours:    

How many volunteer hours do you have from Sept. 2016 to present?      
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Donate Life Rose Parade® Float 
2018 OneLegacy Ambassador Float Walker Application (cont’d) 
 
Which Key Programs are you actively participating in: 

  Ambassadors to Cities   Ambassadors to Hospitals 
  Ambassadors to DMV   Ambassadors to Media 
  Ambassadors to DFAC   Ambassador eCampaigns 
  Ambassadors to High Schools  

 
Please check the OneLegacy/Donate Life Events that you have supported as  
an Ambassador: 

  Donate Life Rose Parade® Float   Legislative Day 
  Donate Life Run/Walk  
  Donation Transplantation Symposium  
  Donor Remembrance Ceremonies 
  Other:  
  Other:  

 
Please answer each of the following questions in 150 words or less on a separate document 
and attach it to this application. 
 
1. What are the highlights of your participation in one or more Key Programs? 

2. What is your most satisfying experience relating to your participation in a 
OneLegacy/Donate Life event listed above? 

3. Why did you become a OneLegacy Ambassador? 

4. How has becoming a OneLegacy Ambassador changed or contributed to your life? 

In addition, you may include up to three pages of supporting documentation to show your 
participation and commitment to the OneLegacy Ambassadors Program. Examples: 
Letters or picture from your Mayor, DMV Manager, OneLegacy DDC, high school teacher, 
etc. Letters of recommendation may not come from OneLegacy Public Education staff 
members. 
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Donate Life Rose Parade® Float 
Example of a Walker Honoree Biography 

A biography is required for every honoree therefore we have included a 
sample below for your reference. If selected, the full biography will be 
featured on each individual honoree’s page. Additionally, an abbreviated 
“capsule” version will be utilized when featured with other honorees. 

In mid-August 2010, 20-year-old Chris Vochoska woke up with swollen ankles. 
Two days later, he was diagnosed with kidney failure due to Berger's disease, an 
autoimmune disorder that attacks the kidneys and for which there is no cure. 
Fourteen days later, Chris was on dialysis. 

"Chris was amazing as he returned to Cal Poly San Luis Obispo to continue his 
studies as a computer engineering major," said his mother, Kathy. "After a few 
months on dialysis, we were told that we needed to look into a living donor kidney 
transplant. We immediately contacted transplant centers at UCLA and UCSF and 
tested to see if any of our family or friends might be able to donate a kidney to 
Chris." 

On March 30, 2011, at the age of 50, Kathy was able to donate a kidney to her son, and the 
transplant worked immediately. "With so many people waiting for a transplant, we know how 
blessed we are," Kathy said. 

Because Kathy's surgery was done orthoscopically, she was in the hospital for less than 24 hours. 
"Living donation has not slowed me down at all," she affirmed. "I continue to participate in all the 
activities I was involved with prior to the transplant – hiking, running, cycling. I recently hiked the 
Grand Canyon rim to rim with my daughter and some friends and plan on running the LA 
Marathon in March in support of the OneLegacy Foundation. 

"Although I hate that my son got sick, the silver lining of our journey is that I am now involved 
with the most compassionate and inspiring group of people I have ever met," said Kathy. "As a 
[OneLegacy] Ambassador, I am passionate about helping to educate and inspire people in my 
community to register as organ and tissue donors. Prior to my son's illness, I was completely 
unaware of the need for transplanted organs and the amazing gift that so many donor families 
have graciously and unselfishly given in order to save someone's life. My life has been forever 
changed. In a word, I am blessed." 
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