The State, DMV and Organ/Tissue Donation: A History (cont’d)
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The State, DMV and Donor Designation: A History
For more than 30 years, the State of California and California DMV have played an essential role in saving and healing the lives of California residents through their support of organ and tissue donation. Following is a summary of legislative action that has propelled the DMV’s involvement.
	CH. 325, Stats. 1975 January 1, 1976

Introduced the
“Pink Dot”
	DMV began its participation in the organ donor program. The law required that with every driver license and identification card issued after July 1, 1976, the department would provide a sticker to affix to the back of the license or identification card, by which an individual may indicate his or her willingness and intent to make an anatomical gift.

The card carrier (to which the DL/ID is attached when mailed) was designed to provide a “stick-on” pink dot that could be affixed to the DL/ID, a detachable card to be completed and signed indicating the person’s desire to be an organ donor. 

The formats of the DL/ID were modified to include a circle designating where the pink dot should be affixed.

	SB 2012, Watson 
(CH. 583, Stats. 92)
January 1, 1992
	Required DMV to present an organ donor form, and explain its use, to each applicant for an identification card or driver license, or renewal of such a license, at the time of application.  

	AB 2092, Mazzoni (1995/96, died))
	Would have required the department to make organ donor information available to the public in each office where applications for driver licenses are received; basically required DMV to promote organ donation. The bill was amended to remove DMV provisions. 

	AB 1227, Mazzoni (1995/96, died)
	Would have required DMV to provide for electro magnetically encoded donor information on driver licenses and identification cards, establish a procedure to ensure prompt changes of the anatomical gift information, and to adopt regulations that would ensure that the technology to read the encoded information is available only to specified agencies and individuals involved in the administration of anatomical gift laws. These provisions were subsequently amended out of the bill.

	SB 771, Speier
(1999,died)
	Intent was to mark the DL/ID card and create a statewide Organ and Tissue Donor Registry. Died in the Assembly Appropriations Committee.

	SB 1403, Polanco, Chapter 887 of 1998
January 1, 1999
	Required DMV to modify the donor card to include more donor information and the donor’s signature.

SB 1403, Polanco (CH. 887 Stats. 1998) required the department to design the driver licenses and identification cards in order that a sticker may be affixed to the licenses and cards; required the sticker be affixed with a substance that is resistant to any unintentional removal, require the department to modify the form issued to all driver license and identification card holders which is used to designate an anatomical gift; and required the Director of the DMV to determine the date when the department’s inventory of the form has been depleted and make written notification, as specified.


	SB 108, Speier

January 1, 2002

Created a State Donor Registry

(never implemented)
	This bill intended to increase the number of persons who would identify themselves as potential organ donors through the establishment of a “primary” organ and tissue donor registry. A “primary” registry means that the individual who registers to donate has completed a legally binding document that only the individual can rescind. That is, the individual’s family can not override the decision to donate. The California Health and Human Services Agency was mandated to create the registry, funded by donations.

The bill eliminated the department’s responsibility of providing a donor form/card used to allow a licensee or identification card holder to indicate his or her willingness and intent to make an anatomical gift. Instead, it required the Department of Motor Vehicles to provide educational material and a standardized form to be completed by any individual desiring to enroll in the Organ and Tissue Donor Registry with instructions for mailing the form to the California Health and Human Services Agency. 

This bill was enacted in 2002; however, the provisions were never implemented. The California Health and Human Services Agency failed to establish a registry, citing that donations were not sufficient to cover the costs. However, the California Health and Human Services Agency did not set up an account to accept donations for this purpose.

	SB 112, Speier

January 1, 2004

Established the Organ and Tissue Donor Registrar and a State Donor Registry
	This bill redirected the responsibilities of establishing and maintaining the Organ and Tissue Donor Registry from the Department of Health Services to the California Organ and Tissue Donor Registrar. The bill required the Department of Motor Vehicles, upon issuance of a DL/ID to provide information about organ/tissue donations and about how private donations can be made to the California Organ and Tissue Donor Registrar. The department was required to provide a standard application form to be completed by potential donors to enroll in the Registry, with instructions to send the form to the Registrar.

At the request of Donate Life (the non-profit organization established to oversee the registry), DMV did not provide a form to register, but instead provided information about the registry and its web site, which would (in the future) allow for signing up on-line.

	SB 689, Speier

Effective 1/1/06

Operational 7/1/06

Allowed applicants to register as donors at DMV
	This bill requires DMV: to offer applicants the ability to register as an organ and tissue donor during the driver license and identification card process, electronically transmit information on individuals who choose to register to the California Organ and Tissue Donor Registrar, and provide applicants the opportunity to donate $2 for the purpose of promoting and supporting the organ and tissue donor program.

The provisions of this bill were implemented effective July 1, 2006 for all original applicants for a DL/ID. By September 2006, the process was added to all renewal applications, including renewal by mail, and online renewal.
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