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CALIFORNIA CELEBRATES NATIONAL DONATE LIFE MONTH WITH 
6.3 MILLION ENROLLED IN STATE DONOR REGISTRY, BIGGEST IN THE U.S.

Thousands Saved and Healed by Registered Organ and Tissue Donors
April 2010 – As the nation’s organ and tissue donation community joins together to observe April’s National Donate Life Month, Californians can celebrate the enrollment of 6.3 million residents as organ and tissue donors, making the state’s donor registry the largest in the U.S.
The Donate Life California Registry was introduced in April 2005, rendering pink dot stickers and donor cards obsolete. Thanks to the millions of Californians who have registered as donors since then, more than 900 lives have been saved through organ donation and up to 30,000 more have been healed through tissue donation. The Donate Life California Registry continues to grow rapidly, adding 30,000 donors each week through the DMV’s driver license and ID card application and renewal process.

However, in 2009 only about one in four DMV customers checked ‘yes’ on their forms to register as donors, and of 26 million licensed drivers and ID holders in the state, only 23% have signed up.

The donor registry’s future growth faces obstacles, the most immediate being that many Californians mistakenly believe they are registered as donors if they have an outdated pink donor sticker on their license. The only way to register and ensure one’s wishes to donate are honored is checking ‘Yes’ at the DMV application form when applying or renewing a drivers license or ID, in which case the pink dot is printed directly onto the license. Residents can also sign up through the Donate Life California website.
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Another obstacle is a tendency for young drivers (between the ages of 15 and 19) and adults age 50 and over to rule themselves out for well-intentioned reasons. Many first-time drivers believe they are not yet old enough to make the donation decision, while many adults over the age of 50 think their advanced age or medical conditions rule themselves out thinking they are protecting others.

In fact, acceptable organ donors can range in age from newborns to senior citizens, with a 93-year-old kidney donor and a 99-year-old cornea donor setting the national records for oldest organ and tissue donors. Age and most medical conditions do not exclude one from being a suitable donor, and all potential donors are evaluated by medical professionals on a case-by-case basis.
“We urge older Californians to not rule themselves out so that no opportunity to help others is lost,” said Miryam Mora Barajas, Executive Director of Donate Life California.

As for younger Californians, teens who apply for their first driver’s license may sign up on the registry, but their parents will make the final decision about organ and tissue donation at the appropriate time if they are younger than 18.

“Each of us has the power to save up to eight lives as an organ donor and heal up to 50 others as a tissue donor,” said Barajas. “We encourage Californians to check ‘Yes’ to be a donor and get their pink dot printed every time they obtain or renew a driver’s license.”
Of the more than 106,000 patients currently listed on the National Organ Transplant Waiting List, approximately 20 percent are registered in California, resulting in a disproportionate need for donated organs that magnifies every lost donation opportunity.
“The only way to ensure that your wish save lives as a donor is honored is by registering with Donate Life California,” said Barajas. “Checking ‘yes’ at the DMV could make all the difference in the world to someone whose only hope for survival relies on another’s compassion.”
During April, Donate Life California will schedule and promote multiple events to highlight the critical organ shortage and educate the public about the importance of donation. Among others, more than

- 2 -

twenty Southern California hospitals and organizations will join counterparts nationwide by flying or displaying “Donate Life” flags in honor of organ, eye and tissue donors, and more than 100 counties and cities will issue proclamations in observance of Donate Life Month.
Donate Life California is a nonprofit, state-authorized organ and tissue donor registry, administered by California’s four nonprofit, federally designated organ recovery organizations, each responsible for facilitating the donation process in the state: California Transplant Donor Network, Golden State Donor Services, Lifesharing and OneLegacy. 

For more information, please visit http:///www.donateLIFEcalifornia.org or in Spanish at www.doneVIDAcalifornia.org.
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